
What event has 
had the greatest 

impact on 
Canterbury? 



Look at the following 
images. What do you think 

is happening? Who will 
this lesson on Canterbury 

be about? 







St Augustine Born ? died 604?) 
 
The founder of the Christian church in England and  
the first archbishop of Canterbury was a monk named 
Augustine. Known as the Apostle of the English,  
he was responsible for the conversion of millions 
 of people to Christianity. 
 
Of his early life nothing is known. He was a monk in the Benedictine monastery of St. Andrew 
in Rome when Pope Gregory I, chose him to lead a missionary group of 40 monks going to 
England. They arrived in the spring of 597 and were well received by King Ethelbert I, whose 
wife was already a Christian.  
 
Ethelbert was soon baptized, which encouraged many of his subjects to be converted. 
Reportedly thousands were baptized on Christmas Day 597. Augustine sent a report of his 
remarkable progress to the pope, and Gregory responded by dispatching more missionaries 
to help with the work. 
 



Augustine was consecrated bishop of the English church  
in 597 and made his headquarters at Canterbury in a 
 church provided by the king. He founded Christ Church 
 as his cathedral and started the monastery. 
 
Canterbury became the primary seat of authority for the church in 
England, a position it has maintained to the present time.  Augustine 
consecrated 12 more bishops and sent them to other areas of England 
to carry on the work of preaching and converting. 
 
During the next 90 years most of England was converted by his 
followers. Augustine died in about 604, a few years after he was made 
archbishop. His feast day is celebrated on May 26 in England. 







I think St Augustine had a ………………… 
impact on Canterbury ………….. 

What effect do you think St Augustine had on 
Canterbury ? Do you think what he did was 
important? Do you think he changed 
Canterbury?  




